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The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate 
Jacqueline Kelly 

1. What did Ajax do at the pond when Callie Vee and her grandfather were looking for specimens? 
Ajax, the dog, caught a turtle and brought it to Callie Vee. 

2. Who was Miss Goodacre and why did Calpurnia not like her? 
Miss Goodacre was Harry’s (her older brother) first girlfriend.  Calpurnia did not like her because she 
might come between her and Harry.  She also only talked about fashion and was not interesting.   

3. Why wouldn’t Mr. Fleming give Callie Vee the telegram?  Why was it important? 
He would not give it to Calpurnia because she was not an adult.  The telegram was from Washington 
DC letting Calpurnia and her grandfather know that they did discover a new species of hairy vetch (a 
plant).   

4. What was Travis wish at Thanksgiving when he pulled the turkey wishbone? 
He wished for a donkey and a cart.  He did this because he knew that nobody eats donkey. 

5. On New Year’s Eve 1899, what was Grandfather’s resolution? 
He wanted to drive in the newest invention, an auto-mobile.   

6. Who was Polly and what happened to him? 
Polly was a parrot that was given to the Tate children on their combined birthday.  He was given away 
after he was rude to Mrs. Purtle. 

7. What happened after mother saw Lula’s Domestic Arts assignment? 
She made Callie Vee learn how to knit socks.  She said that she needed to knit a pair for all her 
brothers, her father, and grandfather for Christmas.   

8. When Calpurnia realized that she never marked the location on the sample of the vetch, what 
happened? 
Calpurnia was very upset.  She knew that was very important to her grandfather.  The next day she 
went looking for it near the pond.  She finally found it after she stepped into the badger hole and 
twisted her ankle.   

9. What happened when Mr. Fleming gave Callie Vee’s grandfather the telegram? 
Grandfather accepted the telegram and then walked out of the room.  He then called for Calpurnia to 
follow him into the Library.  He and Callie Vee opened it together in the library.  He had her read the 
letter to him.   

10. Who was Petey and what happened when he stopped eating? 
Petey was a hairy caterpillar that Calpurnia had found and was studying in her room.  He stopped 
eating right before he built his cocoon.  When it emerge a few weeks later, it was not a butterfly it was 
a very large ugly moth.    

11. Why was Calpurnia Tate not like the other girls? 
She was not interested in learning things like cooking, sewing, or keeping the house.  She was 
interested in science.  She wanted to go to University and become a scientist.   

12. Who was Miss Brown? 
She was the piano teacher that gave lessons to Calpurnia and Harry.  Calpurnia did not like her.   

13. What is mother determined to make sure Calpurnia knows? 
She wants to make sure that she knows how to cook, knit, and sew.  She needs to learn all this to 
become a proper lady.   

14. Who is Miss Spitty? 
She is Harry’s girlfriend.  Calpurnia does like her.   

15. What book did Calpurnia get for Christmas? 
The Science of Housewifery – She was excited at first when she saw the word scince, but then was 
upset because she knew her parents did not understand her. 
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16. What place did Calpurnia win in the tatting category at the Fentress Fair? 
She won third place.  This was surprising because hers was not good at all.  She found out that there 
was only three entries at the novice level.   

17. What new beverage was introduced in 1899? 
Coca-Cola 

18. Who is Calpurnia’s best friend?  How are they different? 
Lula was her best friend.  Lulu was good at everything that Calpurnia was not.  She could sew and knit.  
She was good at domestic tasks.   

19. What happened with the turkeys that Travis was raising for Thanksgiving? 
He named the turkeys and got upset when he found that they would become dinner.  Calpurnia came 
up with a plan to trade those turkeys to other families.  No one wanted to trade, so grandfather and 
her dyed the turkeys and plucked feathers to make them look different.  The turkeys were killed for 
Thanksgiving dinner. Travis thought they were different turkeys. 

20. How many brothers does Calpurnia have? 
She has 6 brothers. Three are older and three are younger.  

21. What book does Calpurnia receive scorn for wanting to read? 
The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin 

22. What is grandfather working on try to make in his laboratory? 
He is trying to make whiskey out of pecans.   

23. What is Calpurnia’s mother’s idea of a cure-all medicine for the children? 
Cod Liver Oil 

24. Name three things on Calpurnia’s New Year’s resolution list? 
She wants to see: the northern lights, Harry Houdini, the Pacific Ocean or Atlantic Ocean, Niagara Falls, 
Coney Island, a kangaroo, a platypus, the Eiffel Tower, the Grand Canyon, snow 

25. What happens on New Year’s Day? 
Calpurnia gets to see one thing on her resolution list – SNOW. 

26. What happens to Calpurnia shortly after seeing her first auto-mobile? 
She fainted.   

27. What plants did Calpurnia’s family harvest on their farm? 
Cotton and Pecans 

28. What does Harry give Calpurnia in chapter 1? 
He gave her the red leather notebook that Calpurnia uses to write all her observations in.   

29. What fruit was Calpurnia and her brothers given for Christmas? 
oranges 


